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@O What I'd advise you to do is to give your children the local money and let them do
some shopping for themselves.

@ As we are traveling together, their sense of responsibility will also develop.

@ Ibelieve the family can get united by working out those problems together.
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Empty or abandoned houses give a headache to the local communities. First, as
they become older, they gradually break or even collapse. This is very dangerous
especially when a typhoon or an earthquake occurs. Second, when the municipalities
want to demolish them, they often cannot locate where the owners are. The effort
needs lots of money and manpower. Third, they are sheer eyesores. New people
would never choose the town if there are many such houses.

What has been done in Onomichi by a woman with an entrepreneurial mind-set
suggests one good solution. In this town, abandoned houses have been renovated, and
rented out or sold to those who find value in them. Some artists as well as young
couples think these houses have their own unique appeal. The renovation project is

now making the hilly city more attractive. (139 words)
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